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WELCOME BACK
After a very short break, it is wonderful
to welcome back the Sunlands Family.
I trust that families have enjoyed the
break and that everyone feels refreshed
and ready for the term.
The pace of this term is going to be very
fast. I would therefore, like to encourage families to ensure that children are
at school every day and that they are
prepared for the day.
This is the start of the ‘home stretch’ of
the academic year. There are only 10 weeks in this term and Grade 7’s will start their
final examinations in Week 6. This means that there are only 5 weeks for revision
and preparation for their last examinations in primary school.
It is also a summer term and we have already experienced some hot days during the
holidays. Learners will be required to wear their summer uniform within the first two
weeks and have the correct sport skills clothing, because this is also an athletics
term.
I wish our families a very successful term!

SUNLANDS TEACHERS’ DAY—FRIDAY, 4 OCTOBER
World Teachers’ Day will be celebrated on Saturday, 5 October, but here at Sunlands
we will celebrate it on Friday, 4 October. We have a short programme planned for
the teachers on this day and will therefore, close the school 30 minutes earlier.
School will close at 12:00 on Friday, 4 October. Parents, please make the
necessary arrangements for children to be collected a little earlier on this day.
I’m also requesting that Sunlands family members use this opportunity to show their
appreciation to the teaching staff at Sunlands. We don’t always have time to show
appreciation in our busy lives – this is the moment created for us all to let them
know that we are grateful to them and that we appreciate them.

SUNLANDS INTERNET SPONSORED BY
FAST FIBRE

THANKS AND CONGRATULATIONS
Football and Netball Tournament
Our senior players went on a very successful tour to George and Knysna and came home with gold medals.
We congratulate the teams and their coaches, not only for their performance on the field, but also for their
behaviour and sportsmanship. Reports received indicate that they were great adverts for the school. Well
done, children!
A special thank you is also extended to Mr Meyer for organizing this event with the coordinator in Knysna,
and to parents, who have supported their children and the tour organisers so well! We can indeed do great
things if we all work together! Thank you!
Grade 7 Camp
Once again our children did us proud and I believe they had a wonderful time. Thank you to everyone, who
contributed to the success of this camp. It is one of the experiences that children will remember into adulthood.
High Tea Fundraiser
The Fundraising Team organized a very successful high tea for moms and daughters. The event was a great
success financially due to the generosity of members of this team and people who have come alongside
them.
Thank you Fundraising Team! If your enthusiasm for this event is anything to go by, our future fundraisers
are going to be great!

BUDGET
As indicated in previous newsletters October month is school budget month. The School Governing Body has
now prepared the budget and it is available for perusal in the Finance Department.
We have once again set aside TWO days for the budget. On Tuesday, 8 October, we will have our pre-budget
meeting. We hope that parents will come to this meeting to ask all the difficult questions and make suggestions as to how to improve the budget. This will be an informal meeting.
On Tuesday, 15 October, the budget will be officially presented to the parents of the school and we hope by
then we have had good discussions and suggestions so that it can be adopted by those present at the
meeting.
The Governing Body Chairperson will also have an opportunity to give a brief report and highlight the projects concluded this year.
I trust that we will see a large number of you attending these meetings!

PAPER DRIVE 2019
In an attempt to highlight our commitment to conserving the environment, we planned a school paper drive
competition. The results of the drive is as follows:
Total paper collected: 653,5 kg
1st place: Grade 2HA – 167kg
2nd place: Grade RSJ – 123kg
3rd place: Grade 6M – 85kg
Thank you parents, for your support. I trust that it has encouraged the whole Sunlands family to be more
aware of what we send to the landfills. We are very privileged to have such an effective recycling depot right
on our doorstep. The Wynberg depot is amazing – please sort your recycling and take it to the depot. It is
not only good for our environment, but it also creates jobs for many people.

MONEY MATTERS
Parents you are reminded that we only have TWO months left of this academic year. If you have not kept
your school fee payments up to date, you have to make an effort to settle the debt before steps are taking
to hand the debt over to our debt collectors. Once they have the debt, we can’t assist you any further.
Mrs September has already started this process as instructed by the School Governing Body.

SYSTEMIC EVALUATIONS
On Thursday, 10 October all Grade 3 and 6 learners will write an external English and Mathematics examination, which will be administered by departmentally appointed retired teachers.
This year, the Grade 6’s will write these examinations in the hall, whilst the Grade 3’s will write in their
classrooms. Sunlands teachers will not be allowed in these venues during the examinations.
Please ensure that your child has a good start to the day, that they’ve enjoyed a healthy breakfast and that
they arrive on time.
Because the children will be writing two examinations, one after the other with a break in between, we
will dismiss Grade 3’s and 6’s with the rest of the Foundation Phase at 13:30 on this day. You are once
again requested to make the necessary transport arrangements for these children so that they can go
home to rest.
We wish them much success and we look forward to good results.

OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
Groote Schuur Hospital
This year, we will continue our tradition of sending lunch packs to the Cancer Clinics at Groote Schuur Hospital.
On Wednesday, 16 October, we are asking families to prepare ‘gourmet sandwiches’ for patients at these
clinics. Please prepare it with compassion and love for these people, who have to wait long hours to receive the treatment they require.
We are asking you to put a sealed juice, fruit, sandwich and a ‘Get Better Soon’ note from your child in a
clear, sealable plastic bag that we can send to these patients. Please also indicate on the bag whether it is
‘halaal’.
We will add a sticker ‘Lovingly prepared for you by the Sunlands Family’ with our contact details.
Many of the patients phone the school to express their appreciation for this act of kindness.
Please join us to spread some Sunlands cheer to the patients at the cancer clinic.

Dog and Cat Food Collection
We are also encouraging families not to support Guy Fawkes by purchasing fireworks, but to rather buy
some cat or dog food to send to the SPCA.
As you know many animals are adversely affected by the festivities “fireworks” during Guy Fawkes Day (5
November). Many of them are so traumatized that they run away and are often taken to the SPCA where
people care for them.
Don’t burn your money…..give it to a good cause!

Collection of Soft Toys
Each year we collect soft toys to give to the Social Workers at Red Cross Hospital. These toys are given to
traumatized children, who arrive at the hospital with burn wounds and other injuries.
They are given soft toys to soothe them whilst they are being treated or waiting for treatment.
Thank you for your gifts!

PARENT MEETINGS
We have arranged a number of meetings with parents to ensure a smooth transition between grades. These
meetings must be viewed as compulsory. Please diarise the dates applicable to you and plan to be present
at these meetings
22 October at 19:00: Current Grade 5 learners and their parents MUST attend this meeting in the school
hall. We will be discussing the preparation for Grade 6 and what will be expected of children as they move
into the senior classes of the school.
23 October at 19:00: Current Grade 1-parents must please attend this meeting. Children can stay at home.
This will once again be a meeting to prepare families for the adjustments for 2020.
1 November at 14:30: Parents of Grade R and 1-learners, who will be attending Sunlands in 2020, will come
to school for an orientation session for 2020. Both parents and children must be present at this meeting.
19 November at 19:00: Current Grade 3-parents must please attend this meeting. Children will be moving
from one phase to the next and many things will change. This meeting is therefore, very important in
preparation for Grade 4.
21 November at 19:00: Current Grade 6 children and their parents must attend this meeting in the school
hall. In 2020 these children will be moving to the Senior Phase. They will become the seniors in the
school. Not only will there be high expectations of them academically, but they will all fulfill leadership
roles and many things will change. It is therefore, of utmost importance that parents and children attend
this meeting.

MONITOR FUNDRAISERS
As you know, the monitors are having fundraisers to collect money for their gift to the school at the end of
the year. As the weather is changing, they will once again start their programme of selling ice lollies. We will
inform the children of the cost and it will most probably ONLY be on some Fridays and on the days of their
athletics mass practices.
Their first sale will be held on Friday, 11 October and children won’t need more than R2/R3 to purchase a
sucker.
Thank you for supporting their fundraisers by giving your child a few rand to spend on hot days.

GOGO’s DAY – Wednesday, 9 October 09:30 – 10:30
A few years’ ago we introduced Gogo’s Day to show our appreciation to the grandparents in our community
for the support that they give to our children. For some of our children it is the only support they have and
some of them are being reared by grandparents. We are therefore, very grateful to have these wonderful
people in our community.
I would like to invite all our Sunlands grandparents to a special appreciation day on Wednesday, 9 October –
Gogo’s Day. We will be showing them some of the wonderful things that the children are doing at the school,
thank them for their support and then treat them to some tea and cake before they go home.
Please complete the attached reply slip and send it to school. We will then issue numbered tickets that will
allow grandparents access to the event.
Please note that we only have a limited number of spaces and we will allocate these on a first-come-firstserved basis. NO tickets will be issued at the door and parents dropping off grandparents will NOT be
allowed to attend.

GOGO DAY REPLY SLIP RETURNED BY THURSDAY 3 OCTOBER
Childs Name: ______________________________________________________
Grade: _________
Number of Gogo Tickets required: _________ (event is on Wednesday 9 October at 09:30 to 10:30)

EXTRA-MURAL ACTIVITIES
This term is a very short term for extra-mural activities. The programme will commence on Thursday, 3
October and end on Thursday, 31 October because examinations will start shortly thereafter.
We sent the programme home last term so that families could decide on the activities that children will
participate in. Please note that we will do the signing up tomorrow so that we can prepare for Thursday.
Your cooperation in this regard will be great!
Please note that Swimming will NOT be mass participation from now onwards as we have found this to be
an activity where no skills were taught and practiced due to the large numbers of children attending.
Swimming will, therefore, be by invitation ONLY. All children, however will have the opportunity to swim
during their sport skills lessons.
Class Swimming: Families are encouraged to please purchase the correct swimming costumes for the
sport skills lessons. Children must bring their bathing costume (black), bathing cap (white), towel and
wet-and-dry bag or plastic bag to school when they have sport skills. This notice applies to children
from grade R – 7.
Grade R – 2
These grades will have a Swimming Gala this term. It is therefore, very important that they have their
bathing costumes, etc. at school so that they can practice for these events.

FATHER AND SON CAMP OUT!
We had to cancel this event last term because of a lack of response. We have therefore, moved it to this
term as the weather is improving and we really want our dads (guardians) and their sons to have this
experience.
Please note that this is a closed event for Sunlands parents and their boys. The event will commence on
Friday, 25 October at 18:00 and end on Saturday, morning 26 October at 10:30
The cost will be R120 per plot and they will be sold on a first-come-first-served basis. The school will provide fires for braais.
We look forward to a great response to this event. Let’s try to raise more money than the ladies did with
their high tea! This only requires 120 of you to book a plot.
Further details will follow regarding the programme and what will be available for purchase, etc.

