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ASSESSMENT
PROGRAMME TERM THREE
The Assessment Programme for term 3 is now
fully operational. In fact, there is only about 3½
weeks left in which to conclude the programme. Parents you are once again encouraged to carefully check the programme that
was sent home at the beginning of the term.
For seniors many control tests will be written in the upcoming weeks for which they
MUST prepare thoroughly. Other classes are busy with orals, reading and written
tasks in the languages for which they need to prepare at home.
We are looking forward to improved results in the run up to the final examinations at
the end of the year.

FESTIVAL DELLE ARTI TONIGHT!
I’m very excited about tonight’s Arts Festival. This will be a first of many more to
come in the future. Please note that there are still some tickets available, which will
be sold at the door.
We request that you come early so that you can find a good seat and so that the performers are not disturbed by late arrivals. The event will commence promptly at
18:30 and should be concluded by 20:00, which will give you enough time to get children to bed early.
Our children who are performing this evening must please adhere strictly to the dress
code and instructions regarding arrival times.
We wish teachers and performers much success and we look forward to an evening
of great entertainment.

PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE

In preparation for the budget process, I’m including a Parent Questionnaire today that
will hopefully give us information about how the parent component of the Sunlands family view the school and
its activities.
The information will also greatly assist us in our preparation of the budget. Please complete the questionnaire
and return it to school immediately. My experience is that if parents wait a day or two to complete the questionnaire, we often do not get a response from them at all.
If we can get a 60% or higher return, the data then becomes valid and very useful. PLEASE take 5 min. (won’t
take longer) to complete the e-mailed or attached questionnaire and return it to the class teacher or e-mail it
TOMORROW.
Thank you for assisting me with the planning for 2020 and beyond!

ESTATE STAFF DAY
Wednesday, 14 August is Estate Staff Day. Thank you very much to all families, who have generously
donated items towards their hampers. I’m sure they will be very grateful for the gifts that you have sent
in appreciation for the work that they do.
Please note that they will also be off the premises as they have an outing planned and will enjoy lunch
together. This means that teachers will be on duty at the gates at dismissal times. Please be patient as
they may not know your car so that they can send the children to you.
On behalf of the Sunlands family I would like to thank the Estate Staff for the sterling work that they do
not only to keep the facilities in great condition, but also for their care towards our children and for always prioritizing their safety.
We wish them an enjoyable day away from school!

DRAMA PERFORMANCES
Grade 4 and 5-learners will have their chance to impress parents with their drama skills next week. Performances will be held in the school hall from 18:30 to
19:30. Family and friends are welcome to come and
support learners.
Light refreshments will be on sale.
The performances are as follows:
Grade 5 BLUE group: Monday, 19 August
Grade 5 YELLOW group: Tuesday, 20 August
Grade 4 YELLOW group: Wednesday, 21 August
Grade 4 BLUE group: Thursday, 22 August
Please note the evening on which your child/children
will perform
I would like to urge families to make every effort to
bring children to the performances as the whole group
is affected if one actor or actress is absent.

GRADE 2 OUTING
Grade 2-parents are reminded that the outing that was
cancelled last week, will take place on Thursday, 15
August. All the arrangements for the day will remain
the same.
Please note the letter sent home regarding dress code,
requirements for the day, etc. and ensure that children
adhere to the requests in the information letter so that
it can be an enjoyable experience for everyone.

CONQUESTA
Conquesta examinations for those children who have
registered to write the various subjects will commence
today. The school calendar indicates the days on which
specific subjects will be written. As Monday was Eid AlAdha, Maths 1 will be written at a later date.
Parents are reminded that these examinations will be
written AFTER school. Lift Clubs must therefore, be informed to collect children later than usual.
Your cooperation in this regard is appreciated.

GRADE 7 CAREER DAY and
ENTREPRENEURSHIP DAY
Grade 7-learners will have these two days on
the 16th and 23rd of August respectively. Thorough planning and preparation is required for
both these events. Parents are requested to
assist children with prior preparation and to ensure that they work towards meeting the requirements for these assessment tasks.
On both these days Grade 7’s will NOT be wearing their school uniforms, but the rest of the
school must wear their school uniform. The special fundraising Jeans-and-Takkies Day for the
whole school has been moved to Friday, 30
August.
All learners are encouraged to support Grade
7’s on Entrepreneurship Day as they will
attempt to make a profit from selling various
items.

BRAG CORNER
Congratulations to the following boys, who
were chosen for the District football teams in
their respective age groups. They will be touring Malaysia in December.
Jason Van Den Eynde
Cole Jacobs
Jack Campbell
Luke Van Der Schyff
Abenathi Kali
******************************************************************************************************************

Congratulations to the following boys, who
were chosen for the District football teams in
their respective age groups. They will be
touring in Gauteng during the September holidays.
Jordan Lee Harris
Jordan Mathebula

LATE-COMING AND ABSENTEEISM
We are trying our best to curb late-coming and absenteeism at our school as Whole School Evaluation of
2017 indicated that we could do better in these areas.

Absenteeism
A 95% average daily attendance at school is deemed to be acceptable by the Education Department, but
we have annually been below this average by one or two percent.
I would like to remind parents that school attendance until the age of 16 is compulsory and that parents
are legally responsible for ensuring that children attend school. Children, who are absent regularly or
who have records of being absent on Mondays and Fridays, will be followed up by the school and should
no solution be found, we will be obliged to pass the information on to the district office’s social worker.
‘Encouraging regular school attendance is one of the most powerful ways you can prepare your child for
success—both in school and in life. When you make school attendance a priority, you help your child get
better grades, develop healthy life habits, avoid dangerous behaviour and have a better chance of graduating from high school.
When students are absent for fewer days, their grades and reading skills often improve—even among
those students who are struggling in school. Students who attend school regularly also feel more connected to their community, develop important social skills and friendships, and are significantly more
likely to graduate from high school, setting them up for a strong future.
But when kids are absent for an average of just two days of school per month—even when the absences
are excused– it can have a negative impact. These absences can affect kids as early as Kindergarten.
For example, young elementary school students who miss an average of just two school days per month
often have difficulty keeping up with their peers academically and tend to fall behind in reading. But
when students are able to read on grade level by the end of third grade, which is when kids transition
from learning to read to reading to learn, they are three to four times more likely to graduate high
school and attend college, post-graduate, or professional development classes than their peers who
struggle with reading.
As a parent, you can prepare your child for a lifetime of success by making regular school attendance a
priority. By figuring out the reasons for your child’s absences—whether they’re physical or emotional—
and taking advantage of support service.’ The following is a link to a brief video clip and the above extract.
http://absencesaddup.org/importance-of-school-attendance/

Late Arrival
Late arrival at school is also problematic, as most families who arrive late, are regular late-arrivers and it
isn’t a once off occurrence. Late arrival at school has the SAME consequences as absence, the only
difference is that the SAME subject is affected every day.
The auditor-general has recently monitored schools in the Western Cape and identified late-coming as
being problematic. He will continue to monitor our schools in order to find solutions for the challenge
schools face regarding late-coming.
When he comes up with solutions to address this problem, it may have a negative impact on affected
families. I would therefore, like to urge families to do everything possible to arrive at school on time to
give children the best chance to be successful and to avoid any action that may be taken as a result of the
auditor-general’s findings.

SPORTS RESULTS—FOOTBALL
U13 Sunlands 4 vs Claremont 3
U9 Sunlands A 11 vs Golden Grove 2
U11 Sunlands 2 vs Kenwyn 1

