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NEWSLETTER NO 2 OF THE SERIES
Dear Parents
As we once again return to school amidst uncertainties in Education, we are doing everything possible to
ensure the safe return of our children and maximize their face-to-face learning time with their teachers.
I’m therefore, using this newsletter to share new information and remind parents of all the Covidprotocols, systems and routines that are in place at the school.
You are requested to read the applicable information to your children and urge them to adhere strictly to
the rules that are in place. There will be consequences for children, who don’t adhere to the rules, as they
will be endangering the lives of those around them.

NEW SCHOOL CALENDAR
We’ve just received that amended 2021 School Calendar, which indicates that the term one will end on
Friday 23 April and not 31 March as previously indicated. The amended calendar will be sent to you
with the last newsletter of the series, which should reach you later this week.

SCHOOL TIMES
We have once again lengthened the school time for the Intermediate Phase so that it comes
in line with our pre-Covid school times. PLEASE note the following changes to the times.
Grade 4 – 7:
Monday to Thursday
07:45 to 14:45
Fridays
07:45 to 12:30
Grade 3:
Monday and Tuesday 07:45 to 14:45;
Wednesday and Thursday
07:45 to 13:45;
Fridays
07:45 to 12:30
Grade 1 and 2:
Monday to Thursday
07:45 to 13:45;
Fridays
07:45 to 12:30
Grade R:
Monday to Thursday
07:45 to 13:15;
Fridays
07:45 to 12:15
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MORNING ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL (INTERMEDIATE PHASE)






Grade 4 – 7 learners will be arriving on the Newent Street side of the school building between 07:15
and 07:45, which will be the screening period. Lessons will commence promptly at 07:45. Please
be on time!
Children must arrive wearing a mask. On arrival at school, parents will wait until the staff member
indicates that the child’s temperature is correct, before they leave.
Children will then line up at the hall where staff members will require them to sanitise their hands
and feet and answer the five Covid questions.
On entering the hall, the staff will mark the child present and record his/her temperature, before
they leave for their classroom where the class teacher will welcome them.

MORNING ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL (FOUNDATION PHASE)





Grade R – 3 learners will be arriving on the Liscard Street side of the school building between 07:15
and 07:45.
All the arrangements as in the case of the Intermediate Phase will apply, except that parents have
to answer the five Covid questions before they drive off.
Children will enter the school via the Resource Centre door. Staff will sanitise and screen them before sending them to their classrooms.
If you are late please go around to the main entrance—do not leave your child to stand on the pavement alone.

IN THE CLASSROOMS






Children MUST have their own stationery (NO sharing will be allowed) and keep their suitcases with
them inside the classroom.
Each classroom will have their own sanitisers and paper for children to sanitise hands and surfaces
whenever required.
Classrooms will be ventilated and children will be required to wear their masks throughout the day.
Foundation Phase staff members will give children short periods of ‘dropping masks’ time when
they are outside in the fresh air.
Children will have their snack and lunch inside the classroom before going outside for some fresh
air and movement. When outside they will wear their masks.

IN THE CLOAKROOMS




As you know the cloakrooms have been upgraded last year. We have installed toilet paper holders, hand sanitizer and soap dispensers and rolls of
paper to dry hands or sanitise toilet areas before using the space.
Teachers will accompany children to cloakrooms at regular times throughout the day and will monitor the number of children in the cloakrooms at
any given time.
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DISMISSAL IN THE AFTERNOONS
This is the most difficult exercise to do safely and we need the assistance of ALL parents to make this successful. Parents, please note that a lot of thought has gone into this dismissal process and I need you to
adhere STRICTLY to these arrangements. There will be NO exceptions to the rules.
GRADE R’s
Grade R’s will be dismissed before the rest of the school at their Liscard Street gate at 13:15. PLEASE
NOTE that NO older children will be dismissed via this gate (This rule will be strictly enforced).
Parents with older siblings will be required to join the queue to collect their children on the school
field. Grade R Children, who have NOT been collected by 13:30 will be taken to the school field to be
collected there with all the other children.
Grade 1 and 2
Grade 1’s and 2’s will be dismissed from the school field at 13:45 as indicated above, except on a Friday
when they will be dismissed at 12:30 with the rest of the school.
Foundation Phase learners, who have older siblings in the Intermediate Phase, will be kept in the classrooms until the senior learners are dismissed so that parents only have to collect once.
Grade 3
These learners will follow the routine of the Foundation Phase (Gr 1 and 2) on Wednesdays and Thursdays and the routine of the Intermediate Phase (Gr 4 – 7) on Mondays and Tuesdays.
Grade 4 – 7
Grade 4 – 7 learners will be dismissed from the school field at 14:45 as above, except on Fridays when
they will be dismissed at 12:30 with the rest of the school.

Children who are walking

If you are walking to collect your child, you will be required to wait at the pedestrian gate to be
reunited with your child.

PLEASE tell your child that you will be walking so that they can wait for you in the hall quad
instead of on the school field.

Please be patient at this gate. Your child will be sent to you as soon as possible.

GENERAL INFORMATION


ALL children will be dismissed via the back passage of the school. This will allow us to bring the
cars onto our premises a little earlier. All classes will have a 15-minute administration period at the
end of the day so that they can pack up and sanitise chairs and desks. During these 15 minutes we
will start allowing cars onto the premises.



PLEASE Note that you will NOT be allowed to collect your child at the Holderness Exit gate. This
gate will ONLY be used for cars to exit.



To prevent accidents at the Holderness Street Gate, motorists must please watch ‘uncle’ Aubrey,
who goes to great lengths to ensure that you can exit safely. You don’t have to slide forward into the
road, just watch him. He will also remind motorists who drive cars with low profile tyres, to be careful about the ‘bump’ at the exit gate. (If you have a company with the capacity to sort this ‘bump’ out
for us, as a donation to the school, it will be greatly appreciated!)
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