Volume , Issue

PHONE: 021 797 8010
FAX: 021 762 2697
EMAIL: cris@sunlands.co.za
WEBSITE: www.sunlands.co.za

SCHOOL FEES
2020
GRADE R
R 1 970 PER MONTH
R 21 670 PER ANNUM
GRADE 1 TO 7
ONE CHILD
R 1 040 PER MONTH
R 11 440 PER ANNUM
TWO CHILDREN
R 1 880 PER MONTH
R 20 680 PER ANNUM
THREE CHILDREN
R 2 750 PER MONTH
R 30 250 PER ANNUM
FOUR CHILDREN
R 3 560PER MONTH
R 39 160 PER ANNUM
BANKING DETAILS
ABSA Bank
Wynberg Branch
Branch Code: 632005
Account Number:
11 5709 0531
EMAIL DEPOSIT SLIP/PROOF
OF PAYMENT TO:
Marche Swanepoel
marche@sunlands.co.za
Samantha September
bursar@sunlands.co.za

REFLECTIONS ON CHILDREN’S RETURN TO
SCHOOL
It is with great joy that we welcomed back a large group of our children on
Monday, 13 July. After a tentative start, we are starting to see the personalities of our children coming to ‘life’ and shining through their masks and
shields.
Some of the positive things observed:

Every sunny day brings an increase in the number of children at school.
We are now almost at 80% attendance of the expected number of children at school on any given day. We continue to aim for 100% whether
the sun shines or the rain come gushing down.

Teachers are working hard to ensure that they support children to the
best of their ability. The smaller classes are also conducive to more individual attention.

Senior children, in general, are displaying a more serious approach to
their school work.

Children are starting to interact with one another, even though it is at
a distance.

Parents have prepared children very well with regards to the wearing
of masks, sanitization, physical distancing, etc. and ensuring that they
have stationery, etc. for the school day. Thank you, parents!

Children are getting used to the ‘new normal’ and those who are
attending school regularly are definitely regaining their academic confidence, especially our seniors.

Parents have been exceptionally supportive regarding adhering to drop
-off and collection times, which has given us sufficient time to ensure
that the building is safe and clean to receive children. You are amazing
– thank you once again!

Most employers have demonstrated that they are serious about supporting families, by allowing employees a more flexible arrival time at
work. Please thank them on our behalf.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMME
Now that the majority of children have returned to school, teachers are reporting that some learning loss
(and in some cases severe learning loss) has occurred during the Lockdown period. They have therefore, had
to go as far back as the beginning of Lockdown to revise or re-teach the sections of work that was covered
via remote learning/teaching. As indicated earlier, the smaller classes have been a great help in our attempts
to meet the individual needs of learners in classes.
I’m concerned to hear that some children refer to the time away from school as being ‘on holiday’. If parents
also treated this time as ‘school holiday’ then it could be the reason why we are seeing the learning loss of
these children returning to school.
I am once again urging parents to ensure that children do the work allocated to them on the days that they
are NOT at school. They need to work consistently so that we can ‘cover the academic ground’ that will ensure a good start to the 2021 academic year. We can’t play a ‘wait and see’ game when it comes to our children’s academic progress – their future depends on our commitment to help them make a success of this
year, otherwise they will continue to ‘play catch up’ for years to come.
The group of children, who are learning from home (green group) particularly, need to ensure that children
work EVERY day and that parents stay in contact with the class teacher. All teachers are arranging a weekly
meeting to check in with this group and parents should view this as a compulsory meeting. Parents, who
have applied to keep children at home are reminded that they have committed to certain school guidelines,
which they will be held accountable for.
I’m also very concerned about those Sunlands families who have not applied for exemption but who seem to
have become comfortable to have their children at home, to sleep late, not to have the commitment of
getting children to school on time and to collect them on time, etc. These families also seem to have a
‘laissez faire’ approach to the school’s academic programme.
I would like to encourage these families to de-register their children and apply for home schooling so that
they can take full responsibility for the academic progress of their children or the lack thereof.
Teaching children in three different groups, juggling one’s own family commitments and dealing with the
anxiety in the air and the fear of Covid-19 infection is exhausting for teachers. They however, are very motivated to do the best they can for our children. I’m calling on parents to honour their commitment by supporting their efforts in the interest of our children. If your child is working faithfully from home, then there
must be evidence of that and you must be in contact with the class teacher regularly.
Should you be unsure of anything, PLEASE contact the class teacher via Class DoJo or Google Classroom. They
may not be able to respond to you immediately or during the school day, but they will get back to you when
it is convenient for them.

ASSESSMENTS
As reported previously, teachers will begin the return to school experience with baseline assessments in the
languages and Mathematics. These assessments are very important to teachers as it will indicate to them
what the child has mastered during lockdown and which areas must be revised or re-taught before teachers
begin the new work.
It is therefore, crucial that EVERY child writes these tests so that we can meet the individual needs of learners. I would like to request that parents contact teachers should it be impossible for a child to write the test
on a specific day. They will make the necessary arrangements with parents to discuss a change in date.
Later on this term (beginning September), we will start our FORMAL ASSESSMENT programme. These are
compulsory assessments and ALL learners will be required to write them on the days indicated. These assessments will be reflected on the report and will be used to make decisions regarding the readiness of children
to proceed to the next grade.
Parents, please do everything possible to bring children to school on formal assessment days so that we can
get the marking done and reports ready on time before we go on our short September break.
As mentioned in earlier correspondence, the green group must do these formal assessments at school. We
will make the necessary arrangements with parent.
Thank you for your support in this regard.

UNIFORMS
I want to thank parents for sending children to school in clean, neat uniforms. Generally speaking, our children are looking really smart. I’ve allowed them to wear warm jackets (navy or black) to keep them warm
during these cold days. They are also able to wear navy blue beanies and scarves (preferably with the school
badge), etc.
Many families are reporting that children have grown during the Lockdown period and that uniforms no
longer fit. We have been able to assist most families, using the clothing in the second-hand clothing store.
Should you require any uniform items, please let Mrs Obery know.
To facilitate this exercise of helping others, we request that families PLEASE send uniforms that will not be
used as ‘hand me downs’ to school so that we can assist families, who can’t afford to purchase new clothing items. This could be your kind deed for Mandela Day. The clothing items can be sent to school with
children or dropped off at the gate.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND CONTACT DETAILS
More than ever before, we need your correct contact details (phone numbers, e-mail addresses) and physical address. If your information has changed since March 2020, please let Ms Puccini (cris@sunlands.co.za)
know so that we can update the information on our systems. This information is confidential to the WCED
and will not be shared with anyone without your permission.

REMINDER PARENTS: When dropping off your child please wait until the temperature has
been taken. Do NOT drop off your child and drive away.

Dear Parents,
With Mandela Day around the corner and our
communities battling with the pandemic we are
wanting to look at helping not only others but also
our own school community at present. With this in
mind we are asking parents who are able to
possibly bring in a small contribution such as a
little luxury (condensed milk, shower gel,
shampoo,
hot
chocolate,
coffee)
or
a
non-perishable food item (tinned food, pasta, rice,
cereal). The school will place a box near reception
where the items can be dropped off. We would
also appreciate such kindnesses as the Jar of
Hope or a Cookie Mix Jar if you have the means
and time.
Yours sincerely,
Juliette Grant

